
 
 
 

How to make a plastic weld 
 
 

The first rule to get a good bond is to make sure all surfaces are very dry. Use 90 percent 
alcohol and a heat gun or hair dryer to prep the surfaces. Get the surfaces a little tacky 
with the heat gun or hair dryer, and then apply repair stick. Don’t overheat with the heat 
gun. You should have the surface of the hull a little sticky, but not gooey. 
 
If you are working with some of the ¼” (ish) thick stick it helps to heat the stick up a bit 
at the same time you are heating up the surface you want to stick it to. Get the stick 
noodly and soft. 
 
The really thin pieces are super easy to apply. The general rule is the thinner the repair 
stick the easier it is to weld. Start on one end of the repair stick with the welder, and just 
iron a little piece on so it bonds with the hull. The thin pieces are great and quick, but not 
that deep or strong. I’ll use them for very small stuff, and to finish a big job that used lots 
of fat stick.  
 
The fat stick is great on major blows to the chine. Preheat the chine a bit, and pre-heat the 
stick. Once both are pre-heated to your satisfaction press the stick to the chine, and 
feather it in smooth with the welder iron.  
 
It is very important to feather in the edges of your weld.  
 
It is really helpful to use a paint knife or some other flat clean metal surface to smash flat 
a fresh hot weld. This can result in a clean bond over uneven surfaces. Also it is helpful 
to have some nippers on hand to trim the welding stick when you are working.  
 
After you have welded a sufficient amount of plastic repair stick to the hull, and the 
repair area has cooled to room temperature, it is time to sand smooth with 220 grit sand 
paper. Small electric palm sanders work great, or a sanding block. After sanding it is 
possible to polish the remaining scratchy surface by heat polishing with a small blow 
torch. Just quickly move the torch over the area till the hull has a bright shine. As always 
be careful not to heat too much. 

 
  


